MRC IAA - Translational Catalyst Fund Application Form
(for use in bid development - cannot be used for submission)
Link to MS form: https://forms.office.com/e/ZqG8yc6hHJ 
Section 1 - Project Title
	1. Title of Project *
 Please provide a short disclosable descriptive title for the project. The title should summarise the proposed project to a non-technical audience. (Max 50 words)

	 
 
 
 
 


 
Section 2 - Related Invention Disclosure
 An Invention Disclosure Form (IDF) must be submitted two weeks prior to the submission of this application. For more information and to access the form please visit https://www.qub.ac.uk/Business/Commercialisation/IP-and-innovation/Got-an-idea/ or contact Maria Colligan (m.colligan@qub.ac.uk) in the Commercial Development Team. 
	2. Have you already submitted an Invention Disclosure Form (IDF) (i.e. is your application based on an existing invention already disclosed to the University?) *
 Yes / No (please complete an IDF)

	 
 
 

	3. Please provide relevant IDF number *
 If you do not know the number, please contact Maria Colligan (m.colligan@qub.ac.uk) in the Commercial Development Team

	 
 
 


 
Section 3 – Principal Investigator Details
	4. Name and Title *

	 

	5. Staff ID *

	 

	6. Current position *

	 

	7. University School/Centre Name *

	 

	8. Work Address *

	 

	9. Work Email *

	 


 
Section 4 – Named Researcher(s)/Co-I(s) details (Early Career Researchers are encouraged)
	10. Name(s) and title(s)

	 

	11. Staff ID(s)

	 

	12. Current position(s)

	 

	13. University School/Centre name

	 

	14. Work Address(es)

	 

	15. Work Email(s)

	 


 
Section 5 – Previous MRC funding 
	16. Have you previously received IAA/Proximity to Discovery/Confidence in Concept funding (for any project)? *
 Yes / No

	 

	17. If you answered 'Yes' to Q15, please provide a short synopsis of the impact achieved and indicate whether a report has been submitted

	 
 
 
 


 
Section 6 – Partner involvement
	18. Would there be an external partner involved in this project? *
 Yes / No

	 

	If Yes, please complete the following:

	19. Name and Address of External Partner(s) (including department, if relevant)

	 
 
 

	20. Main Activity of External Partner(s)

	
 
 

	21. How would you describe the partner? (e.g. Large commercial organisation, SME, Public sector organisation, etc.)

	 
 

	22. Contact at the external partner(s) (Please include name, role and work email)

	 

	23. Has a letter of support been provided?
 Yes / No

	 

	24. Letter of support (If available, please attach here)

	 

	25. Does the Principal Investigator or any named University employee have an equity stake in the external partner organisation? 
 A Queen’s researcher can still apply for an MRC IAA award even if they have an equity state

	 
 
 


 
Section 7 – Background including underpinning work
	26. Briefly outline your previous/current research that this application for IAA funding is based on. Please include relevant references (title & funder reference #) to previous awards, where appropriate (Max. 300 words) *

	 
 
 
 



	27. What is the technology, idea or opportunity that you would like to develop? (please provide a clear and concise overview including the unmet need, where relevant) Max 150 words *

	

 
 
 
 

	28. Please provide details of any other external collaborators on this project to date (academic or industry) and the nature of their involvement (e.g. MTAs, co-inventors, owners of materials)

	 
 
 
 


 
Section 8 - Project Proposal
	29. What are the Aims and Objectives of the activity you are seeking funding for? (Max 200 words) *

	 
 



 

	30. Brief summary of project (Max 300 words) 
You will have a further opportunity to expand on the impact the project could deliver in Section 10. 
Please provide a non-confidential abstract of the project. Please try to include: 
· Where in the clinical or patient pathway this technology could potentially fit in 
· Acknowledgement of any competing solutions (in academia and industry), if known
· A brief overview of the proposed timeline for key milestones and project completion.
 

	 
 




 
 

	31. If available, please upload a work plan or a Gantt chart of the proposed activities you are seeking funding for (Max 1 page). 
Please include details of the proposed methodology and an overview of the key work packages. Ensure that project endpoints are clearly described.

	 

	32. Project Description (Max 500 words) 
Please provide a description of the experimental work you intend to carry out. If sub-contracting a work package, please provide details of an indicative quote.

	 





 
 
 
 

	33. In addition to the word limit, ONE A4 page containing figures and legends may be uploaded.

	 


 
Section 9 - Project Management
	34. Provide a short summary of the PI and key project team members and their role & responsibilities in this project. Please make the staffing requirements clear – e.g. a Named Researcher/Co-I will be required for 6 months. Please also provide details on how the project will be managed, and what experience the team has of managing similar projects?
· While prior experience in managing similar projects is beneficial, we welcome involvement from early-career researchers who may have less experience but are keen to develop their skills.
· If additional personnel are required but have not yet been acquired, we are here to support you in finding the necessary resources (email: iaa@qub.ac.uk).

	 
 
 
 
 
 

	35. Briefly outline any Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) principles that were considered in the project design/development (Max 100 words) *
* Rather than re-iterating Institutional level EDI (gender, race and disability) policies, when
completing this question please reflect on all aspects of EDI and how they are acknowledged and
 adequately addressed within your working environment and project plans (See guidance notes)

	 
 
 
 
 
 

	36. Please detail how you have considered the principles of Responsible Innovation in your project design/development (see Guidance Notes)

	 
 
 
 


 
Section 10 – Translational Pathway
	37. Outcomes for current project (Max 250 words) 
Some suggested points to consider: 
· What measurable outcomes do you anticipate from the experimental work? (e.g., deliverables)
· How will these successful experiments advance the technology along the translational pathway? 
· Will new QUB IP have been generated and / or protected? Will existing QUB IP be validated, improved, or have a new use demonstrated? 

	 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	38. How will the TCF accelerate the translational potential of your technology or idea? (Max. 300 words)

Provide details of how this funding will help move your idea closer to practical application e.g., steps towards commercialization, clinical implementation, or real-world impact.

	









 
Section 11 – Ethical and IP Considerations 
	38. Please provide details of any regulatory/ethical issues to be addressed prior to commencing the project. Also indicate if you have obtained, or will need approvals for use of animal or human tissues.

	 
 
 
 
 

	39. Please provide details of any externally owned IP, that you know of, where you would need access to complete the project or bring a product to market.

	 
 
 


 
Section 12 – Details of Costs
All MRC IAA applications should be registered on the Research Application System (RAS).  Applicants should work with the relevant Faculty Finance Office to calculate project budgets. Please be in contact with your Faculty Finance Office at least 5 days in advance of submission.

	40. List RAS # *

	 

	41. Proposed Start Date *

	 

	42. Proposed End Date *

	 

	43. Total duration of the project (in months) * (Max. duration permitted is 6 months)

	 

	44. Approx. PI time to be allocated to project *

	 

	45. Please upload details of the funding requested (Please do not include any overhead figures).
Please provide a breakdown of the budget and include cost and information on the following:
  • Salary (and associated superannuation and NI contributions)
  • Sub-contracting
  • Consumables
  • Other (please specify)

	 
 
 

	46. Total funding requested from QUB in £GBP *

	 

	47. Please provide details and estimated value of any contributions (cash and/or in-kind) from alternative internal or external sources (if any)

	 
 

	48. Justification of resources *
 Please provide a brief justification of any resources requested.

	 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
Section 13 – Authorisation and Additional Information
	49. Please confirm the following *
 I accept and agree to the requirements detailed in the MRC IAA Guidelines.
 Any external partner mentioned is aware of the application.
 I have submitted an IDF at least 2 weeks prior to application submission.
 I confirm that PI and Co-I will attend the Innovation Training Programme.
 I confirm that if successful I will complete an end of project report and annually provide update reports on commercial and translational progress.

	 

	50. Please feel free to upload any further information to support your application, such as details of partner organisations, further letters of support, quotes/emails from service or equipment providers, further details on your proposal, and any ethical approval which may be required.

	 


Link to MS form: https://forms.office.com/e/ZqG8yc6hHJ
